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Abstract: This paper holds that the key reason for the complexity of the study of le may lie in its intricate relationship
with the syntactic and discourse environment, which leads to the difficulty of distinguishing its proper meaning from
the interactive meaning with the context, and that the “past” expressed by le can be construed into three different
senses; “the inferred past”, “the conceived past” and “the synchronized past”. Hence, le is a multifunctional
grammatical marker integrating tense, aspect and modality. This paper further argues that le expresses the internal
time of events (aspect) through interaction with the syntactic and discourse environment, and the external time
relationship (tense) of the event through interaction with temporal reference points into different “pasts” , which can
effectively account for those various “exceptional uses”. The modality of le comes from temporality itself as a modality
species. Besides, the tense and aspect marking model in Mandarin Chinese adopted in this paper can effectively
explain such puzzles as sentence completion and categorization of le, etc. The unified account of the multifunctionality
of tense-aspect-modality of le contributes to the economy of theoretical explanation and has important implications for
language teaching.
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Jrao A RIVRIFE)E TF4F, il SR H G (tensed ) 5B 25 i S5 1956 J5 KR AR R HE,
VA SEBR AR AL, , B[R] VLSR5 0 BB ), 177 IE FL S5 7 (Jaszezolt & Srioutai 2011:251)

B 25 RO B FE . MRYE B R A B, B 2 A4S DA RS A i A el R TR IR
Fis ] Jir 32 2Rk R P v 1 SR A, B B AT 3Rk o R, B TRD g AR A I S P i AR A, 1
B ARG I S TR AL T 5 PR X A [ A48 & 76 (Steedman 1997) o 35 5 19 43 25 5l R
B R B ATRIEAS , SOm B3 A B A 6 (van der Auwera & Plungian 1998 ; 81 -82)

B[R] (80 B RN P A 22 B0 AR RS FRATIN 17 A A B S A HE R (9 2ok 25 ) it — 25 A A i
AR ZE R 15 AR AR PUIR R , B UM 5I0R (B R) iy &, &5 IR R v 5 3kt
Ayt 2 B TR G I M 5 o o FRATT HORS 40 Ak b i B 4y B2 2 0 17 g s 4R 41t 1 ik e dE
S HEERAE S T T2 0 RE TN — 30k

5. Bt Al X B S A tRiCER

T 2R G0 0 I B AR (8] OG 2R % T L I SO R, e ADE b A AR M FRIE A B (E]
O ZR AT RELX 3 Sy a7 BB (8] 5 22 RN A2 2 B E) 56 2R
5.1 FEatE X AFEEXT,"TARY

TRFEE AR N AL [ 2548 , B 358 S5 (R sl A (1 AN AE IR [RD DG 2R o 3K VR AN [] f ) R 2 AT
B2 4Vt — , W — it i R R i &7, NGRS R A s e i, —F LT M Rk, —
R IAE BT BE R R UAERT 0], MR R B RAA T L, B — DA FREANSFMEREAET L ASH
B [B) & AR IR A, FRATT IS A B 1) 5 R 2 T B AT R C R o FEULIEOL T, 1,7 I e i ) 76 1
JEHABSAF T AT RASE ),

(24)a. vt THRAER,

b. Hu % T Rty 8L,
c. * L T ER,
d. # f % T 2%,

DA, X F (24 e-d ) AN A] 4232 19 Jir DR 30 2 30 58 A0 1 15 S5 R R A BE o X059 77 (2002 ) T ax 28
VT OTH R HRARE, EA ARG, ESAREEA, 782 1EM, JaE B 2 gk, indEiE1E i
AR A ITUARRESE A H(24a-b) RESEAIFRWI T 7 BA 1 257 A I ) 22 5L

SEA) P KR ARAS [0 N HE A7 (grounding ) , BI—M) 5 B9 A% 0 BT, G0 518 15T, 4391
FLAT 23 (AR 8] RE A7, 7E 7 FIARAS B B JE W AR 118 A HERf PEAR S5 38 PRAGIRI AT o (24a-b) FREiE
IR T RO A A ER AR A5 R Ay (28 R L4 ), Bl A ) 1 3Rk Se AR
(24c-d) BEiE 2 W HTEA I BRE B0, B MR R e B R F . 25 (R E ( LAr 3G90 T 24 ) E A
FEE , XRS5 1 2 i) (B[R] PR B A 8 PR ) i 8 PR — 3, X ARE F A i

53



A LRI AL -
(25) a. The beauty killed the tiger.
b. The disease killed many people.
c. * A disease killed many people.
(25¢) AR AL T TR I J0E P9 1-TESh IR A E PEA IR
5.2 FJxut X RAARCAEK AR S
FHUF N TR ) 4546 0 2R AT LAA B 06 i R 58 0 SE S 5 , S0 A A A ANTE I ) AR 41 2 IR R
AT DIAT 3 25 BRAE RIS OR o AN [l A ) 58 SR 25 i 2R A2 2RI IR DG &R o RS AP, A
(7 P A s T 0 00 HH L BRI , LA ] B8 B 33 A0 AR 48— 7 1) D00 A 5 L H BRI o
(26)a. HBETXEIAZT .
b. REZXWEHLZTT ., (&4 1998)
(27)a. RETERKT .
b REBAZTKT
(28)a. tord T =B T .
b. ferB =BT
(26 -28) KA AN [A] 5C AR BUAE B s S F R A A 26, SRR SRR 25 SRR, B 5 U7
FAFERISCH . 4% a AR, SAS B9 T R AMARIC, 5 b A BURNE S 58 i O HAT R SE R TETL T
REANEE S AR 177 AR I ARIC (XUB 77 2002) o (26 —28) KW, 45— >0) T~ FA 14 75 SCHR LA
AR BRI AR TE AT, ARG o WAl UL, © 1" B ARRRIC , SEBR b B2 A I )
KA RGP AREAL BT 1Y, BIA Rl 025 8, A" 1" ARSI IE. A 1T XA
W, (24a-b) BESZEMTRE] 1 HE—20 5 P MRS

6. it ME

B T T BRI T B SR A A AN R R PR, A
LIS E S E X,

SR RRRERT T IS M REA — N T RS — BN SRR, A (24) FoR . Hok, T
DAEE S H S 0 BRT, A R T8 5 0,

(29)a. HATHELT

b. b2 FIRFT

Q)M EF TG T” BT, E T, F R ARG — W, 5K T
(1998a) 48 H , #4 ALt 25 58 B A9 17,7 2 S BRAE 5 1A 19 J5 10 (3 1) )5 T G A H A 7 B4
CTURERR) o AAARIEEE S & Ok R ZEB SR HENES T B
RECEE H T8 (4 )5 T8, 20 W WE R — I Gt 5338 177 o B4R (2007 : 365 - 367) ik yix 2 H
BT TR T XE T (2002 ) WRKEBUE S e B T A RS T T, A

(30)a. e RTAET

b. B ARFLET .,

SRS [ U 28018 5 0, LR X S DUE 22 3 5 R 1 2 306 b I2 R B A% BRI R
filo S0 b, T RAE AR AN T 7 T, R SR —EW , BR AT HG 5. (2016)
TESE T3 — a5 BATER R R —FRR A 00 B AR S AL A & IR TR B 85 R, 5l
LR EFEAES
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B AR TN T TR SE BN R A TR . R A AR T R T IR
(1998b) , 73 B H 1T AR AR «

(B1)ZEZM LT R, FH®RLT

() HEEEM? —HEZLERT,

(3B)BEAR(T) T,

SRBFEIAK, (BL) Hrpy = 77 1, (32 Rt TR T, (B3R E T T T,
BT R F R R G S8 T, WIS 3 SREFIEE s, (31) (32) 122 HIRE T Fif s 26
Bo B3)WIARRE T T, b LTG5S MR ss e i B 2 it

BTG T WA R TR T (2002) BERE R AL BT LA T At T,
F- O S

(34)a. RL(THIRT

b. XRFE(T)EAT.

CTLURREAED T RN T AR BRSNS T ) fE (BRATEG 5 2016) , BESR

I, MRS TR I, 25 T, R H AR TSR IR T

7. &

ARSCHEUER ], T VR — MR, AR BN R SORF R “ 1 R o IV £ AE
SPE LA I 18] BT BAT B9 O BRI A, 0 267 R U BT i DA R R i 267 AR (R hidid 57
LRI LT EAARGEEE . R T S MG BRI, TS R S AR
A 5K, 53— T3 TS W A oK R 3 AN TR PR BT I R S B O B K AR 3G I8 )
CTT AR BUE S RERS SEBLT IA e LR AL SR, R T S BB RIS AR
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