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Abstract: Which element of a Mandarin resultative verb compound serves as the head has long been a rather
controversial issue on Chinese grammar. Taking the internal structure and formation mechanism of resultative verb
compounds into consideration, the present paper argues that such compounds are headless in the sense that they lack a
syntactic head. Syntactically, a head projects its syntactic properties to the compound and gives its category to the
whole phrase. It is assumed in this paper that resultative verb compounds involve the merging of two roots and thus
their formation is not subject to the Headedness Principle. More specifically, two roots undergo a symmetric merger
to form a root complex, and then the resultant merges with a defining category to form a closed unit. Given that the
root lacks full-fledged syntactic features and cannot determine the category of the whole construction, a natural

conclusion is that there is no syntactic head in Mandarin resultative verb compounds. However, this fact does not
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challenge the assumption that word formation obeys general syntactic rules.

Key words: head; resultative verb compound; root merge; syntactic word-formation

1. i

& F I A T 2, SCHk AP R P FRAS [R5 o — i X0 DA R, JR)AK IR ] ok 00 DU 44y iz, B
TR TAL; 1 5 — L A Ay SRR BRI R B, B TR . A SRR R R A, A —A
T 37 8 1) PP A A BB SR ) g R 0 R DU AA) i, 0 P AT ) 2, AR R b T Ak 5 BHE
DUBTE R KB, DUESE A1 10 N TR E R T C R . BRI, DUE R A il 2 i i
AR EE R O R UL (R FE IS 1982: 32-33) o RMATHT 55, ) AR 1] (1) W0 5 76 DB 27 L 2 B35 3 oA ]
(Chao 1968; #4642 2021; FE T, HDG#: 2023 45) .,

USR5 ) v A TR (4 37 3, FRATT 5 B 5 M AT I B0 A S B A 4 ) e A 2% EL AR %) ) 32 R U Ay
o ARSIT N, TR ZHL )AL S 0TI “rp o i SR, RV A% 2R R 2 30 2 LA o i S S ) A AR
FHUDTE A RN “Baly” (R SCHE 2004; 4 K8k 2018) . AT i, FT A 2 AL (iRl 4 AR 30 A oo
o ISR — AN 1] ZH 25 4 v f o I — S T S AR Ay, HL P AR AL TR DS . T,
RO E B A A TR OE R A AWM E TN E L — i, AT IRA TR A ik
BRI ML 55— 05 T, T LAY IE SR 4 1) 45 1 41 76 4 ol i 2 75 32 2 A (7] B0 38 ) e 20 45 T U )
29, SN R TARESE o AR SCR IR DOE P RE = A R Y B E A7 o R AR A )
e b AR AR B RS G, A R — S B3 B F B R R A I (B V), 58 AN R4 T B P
SR B 20, fEZ AT ARG RPN R). 15X E, V FRREhVE SR B B0 45 500k
Ao WEEE AWM AR M4 B2 4%, HIRIL A 5T I8 E 228 oS W AEOT C R . 7
DAFEAHCBEIE 0024 0 — e B L B 8, 0 s B i e AR EAN G —,
THE AR B, G5 R 25 45 T ORTRATTKE 1 56 [ LA A ATF 5% - T OB 19 e S, 7247
M S S5 DL R R 26 0 3 ah -, B2 R DUE S 25 AR AL/ VORT R A A0 3 o i 1 UE
J FRATRH R sh 4 2 AR B = Ak RO TE U, T X — B S ANER TR I &

2.HNEZ S

i T OUE = SRR SRR IT, T TR MER IR T8 = A0 sk FI b Hod o0 iE . R T BURLE 3h
G55 A A B L (R R, 2E A B W IUAORRI B 1 V o HLaE | R R HDIE . SO E
ToH IS | DIREIEIS A G
2.1 “V " 3t

A UL I F2 0 “V Ry U B4 E AR v RURShIR, T R T IE AR, R V g
FEAFN S5 5 AR 91R P (Li 1990, 1993; Cheng & Huang 1994; U1 5 45 2003 48), Li(1990, 1993)IAH
VAR R AR B & 2 AR GRS s 45 2 A 1R TSR RIS e g i . BRI, RS
5 (2004: 168)F5 H 150 M AS RE AR A “ff LA A0 A B9 Mk B4 R0 AR R i A7 737 114 4 R /R 9 4% 00 1Y) B 1)
FA) R — FETE SR B BRI [ o PR AR A L 1 o ) 18 SRR AR e sh 45 &2 i) R B 18
IEARE .

Cheng & Huang(1994) WITA N Pty V g & ARl RS -2 R FIER, ik v g
2], AE 2B A R AREAS B0 I sii); QiR v O RAS RSN S 2 ], BANE A
T AERS BB SR . SR (1) Z 2R 5 3908, V7 s sh 2 ahinl, (2 sh45 5 41
“OPRT BRT LU R R A B, o mT DUZ BT Sl

(Date st % T£E. bR FEHRFT HE.



T UL, V5 A R 4 2l 45 52 G I AR A il SCRAE Dy T R AN — 35, (153 V R o AU a5 A2
FI1% 22 o BE CR SOFE 20045 BEFRAE . XU 2005; B K54 2018)
2.2 “R s’ 3t

— e Fl R A O IE (ZEIR R 1984; T4y 3C 1987; Lin 2004 %), HEE 2 V /5 R 5 Z0RiE
B ZE S TR R, T R VR 45 (0 SCRE s, S SRR I &8 5, IR A S5 i il ho . 28
I 2 (1984) 1 “MHIBR " KUt B Vv o] LI B, 7 R ASBEMIBE . D4 SC(1987) Wl it “B 938" SRk
BILA R UGN V2 A0 o SR, X PG AP I 55 5 A T 32 5 i, 76 S Wikl s il v
) P 4 e R B B (R WL 32 PR 20005 2854 20035 R SR 2004) . EEGITE 3 £ iE4) (2a) h, 24
V HU B (20) A R V B0+ (20) NGk

(2)aferLie T b.AE"L T R c T IR
M (3a) 11, JCig “MERL" 102 “He IR #RTCREHEWT Hh Sh 45 52 &1l i it Ro
(3)afbm T 71, b*EET 7], cHEELT 7],

2.3 “x s it

Y B — UL TG R AR () B, Gu(1992) $2H T “XUHuey” 20 #r, BV AT R 28 sh 455 &l 1)
g . PR, S E AT VO R 4390 & B B oS AR S . iR s AR R
LK), VAR BT A E S T4 E G m R —MeohiE . T RYshasE 46, ik v 2
R, B4 R BIRCH 65 V I TEIEBC A 65 A I L R S0 BN sh 45 5 418 1Y P9 8T M .
WV AR, R 1A ST M il s s A shalh & Al o, shas &2 418 R ks iy
Ju e, an(4) iR .

(HaFwRATHK=, (Gul992:137) bR RIRER THR=,

SR, (4a) R “GE” RARVERE shinl, HE—i8 o0 “0k =7 MAMETC, 78 Y FRAUCA 6, FSLH
TESh 258 SR TEENL E . (4b) Vv “YB7 AMETT “Ok =7 FR%A M BfE a0 E b FIbizs
Briph k7 —2e 8 2% GnAf R BT H OB B ZRA S EZ A0, IR AEARE R IR— SR
(UTAH) 808G )2 BN T, XA BT A A7 S Gt B RS R8N R R —2L,
A28 B3R U BT A 47 BEAE, VAT R 25190 4 A S IS o s #, IR AW 3 R /EFE
PTG A SRR 7 I EE TR, PSR 7 R o i, 458 R T3 ol o

WA FRS 5 H NN TR IE SO, sh 4552684 WA 40 2 i rhutis: Bl drbis v
SO IE RGEFR 20005 R SCHE 2004) . 1(5) W B E R R BER E shinl V, ARET & 45 B AME
R, H LB (2000) H#EWT V 24030 iE

(5)akF7T. /ERF. bk k. *EF.

SRR SOHE (2004: 167) 48 41 (S AR T &R, M2 T B e B E S, Bk i
N E R R AR T o R AR SO S 6 28 sh 45 X R U R AT aCRRAE Sl LA
FUTEA V, (BECH POE B2 R ARIE SOt o B BT i 45 3h 45 2 & el vhoC i [l R N &2 2% .
24 “Fogrs” 3t

Huang & Lin(1992) . Li(2007) % F 5k IHE S 452 G im e huoil . BN, i Tahgs & & &)
W5 V. R LYHETCC, RGN H FH 44, L Huang & Lin(1992: 91)IA R 3I45 5
Al A A MR OS5 o (HRAMATR BT 5 WS B AP G . B EL AT, 418 g ) 2 iEET, R
F BN EE G AR RO T M AR ) BB s . SR A (6) h, R “R7 i L BE
A LAAE 1) o, AT DU M B . W —3k, Z M i 45 [/ — A sh &5 & & RAE e “Torh il F1 “R
ST PR R R

(6) k=i BT Fm,



Li(2007) R IR AFE B B I E B Sh 45 5 A T H G o 0 (Ta) HERR T R e 38 1 T A,
JERAE T A R by, I8 RME— i TT “A AR 0 IR 7E i B ik BB AL E . Bh, 1
(Tb-c) A2 A B R REHERR TV Sy OB B AT AR, B V9SG T AT LA 3 2 Ahis A% 5. dnve
(7b) HSE IR F BB E, 7E(Tc) PR,

(Matk = F4 T RIR. bARELRIRAR T K=, CRIREFHT .,

Li(2007: 32) %5 i, 4] (76) %} Gu(1992) B XU Ul 3 T Hk i . vV BI4ME TR R AY ME—i8
Te—— M BV IR FIEALE [ ORI B B 5 3 W B4 B A i rh A A1 R
AT AR FE T B SLAEIT A VR R T R AR 2 AT R T SR ]
AR ARAAR I X7
2.5 “HEEE L oot

R K B H A B T Sh S5 At VR OB ST IR A, A AT AR
JIE O B ) S L A AT BRI RE BT . XIS (20052 45) Ak Bhas & A 1 vt 2 2 1 1 g
2, R C R S ECHETR . Horh v ORI L, R BALE V IR AT 5, B2 F ok VAR, 53Rk
152 Bee BG4 S INRRIBI Caus AL L. SR, % 4MHT MR 10 V il b, 53fg
O F RS T AR R ZE RS . R BB R, AR B VA BEE 8. Ak,
H T ARICHRZIE T, ISR R W OUE AT VRIS ATRATIEA MR, 1B
S T A 1 A R S4Bl 254 (Li 19932 499) .

IETF I, ROk (2018 10) 7R3 B EEd 3 SCHRA 00 RS <7 T B T K R0 7, T3k
PR S SR, DL YRR ], “N o VE R 45 IR IR AE R T vipunge (RN T, 38
I A T AN I Z v B A ST, TS 7 SR N, D B B I 10 7 3 5% B A %
FERA, T TN Vg Veange X — BB AR . I S LT, AR 78 WA 45 JRTE AR AE 10 AT
BTSSR, DIREEZ Ve ST FE S0 o DRI, 20405 A 2 S S H , TR )i
2 kA T N2 3 7L T A 0 Bt A o) T B P 5 A P i1 17 A

3. WX

CEART NS, ASCHY 43 BT B 5 B A O AR Hh e, o AT sl 4l 42 4 1) e 1) B 4 B
BRI S AT AR LR T = A B iR], B S il /i sh 45 4 A i sh O iE A 8 -

3.1 81k P siE

HUO T HESAEAEAN [ R . AT TR, FE O E A rh, ol il 5 2 A B R BLAR
FE AR 0E X . Di Sciullo & Williams(1987) %548 i fir A 42 41a) 5 18] 2 (38 ) . A) T4 A6 —
SESEAT R e, ERREAE AT 1) PO SR, B AT 0 0 R D B A TR TR S L B S HAARRE . AT
H T SEM 3R B 22 O B9 W5 (Scalise & Guevara 2005) o 16 T 1E, Packard(2000) 1A i
WEEA AN, B A iR A vty o SR, 3B R W0 1Y B N 58 58 400 55 T A 19T
RS, AR LA 9E Topkak s3I .

WSO R, H i O IR S S B SR A 1808 15 Zwicky (1985) 48 H “UF s
W, BVE A B X+Y B R TRl (408 X Ir s i B —Fh a4, W X X+Y
WSRO TR o B, MR AR (8a) BEAR R BIEAT S AT B9 —Fh, WV ST il Crfuc s fn
A2 A1 (8b) A& “B” X AR ZS B 5 3K, R BB A il SOt . it ml DL, 2596 D LR (A0 FR
ENGITENGE

(8)a. 474k, 479, 47, 474% b. 3T 4%, A& AR, KAk, WAk

Zwicky(1985) B3 XL FP B[R] F-45 8 L A9 0. A)i%k L, Chomsky(1995: 397) 1A K, ¥ —

5



M5 5 — AW E I, B IR S 5 — D R REE B R S 5 —, IR Ao A i
n(9a) fr, AR 4 X-Firn 218 (Chomsky 1981), H.0y iy X 53 AR 4 XP HEE B M F 2,
XP & O X T FRBAR . H 0, 51 (9b) A G A 44 18] N, B4 DLH: Ry rhc 35 8 1) e 21 2
Z1A)1RIZH NP, J& T [).0o454, 117 (9¢) i 4% 1A i) 41 NP 5 H i J@ it 2 (V, PP) BRI AR TRl . Ak |,
R B A5 R AN B e

(9)a. XP — (YP) (WP) X (ZP) b.NP — (D) N (PP) c. *NP — V PP

TELE R T, BTA A s B R iRk S . B AR O TR I ZOR — A S R TR TR X
FIMEE, BRI A O I AR RRAIE — 35 28 LA R O R 55 5 3842 4 1) — 3% (Cheng & Huang 1994:
191) o HEILFRATTEE T A B b AR R TR sh 45 & ARl i Ag ik v i, O IXRA JOZiE &
TE 210 N BB LS ¥4 5 HE AL, 0 LR Kal = BV AR AR v /) 3k 5 9] vk 22 [R) A A B 56 R Ras A 2t
ST PG )R

S v SORIA] I O T 19 H R S FIAR A S AR R], #5A MIEE . SR, Ak AN R 4R R i “rp
OB RN [ — AN EORHE, B A=A RO X RS . FERHE AITE S L TE R,
TR R DIREARIE; [ 2, TRV s SO iER, TR TS i . WIE W RESEH S, A EA—
HNE O VARG BT 2 T LATE s 45 52 A 3n) 0 o0 18 [ B JE vk Ik gt — AR, 22 R R e T4
P OB S8 PO TR I —IR, NI B S X F ok, TR iR
3.2 ShE H A 6) kR TR

TE AT 2552 G il b s 200, FATSE e A AT, S s 450 v 5 R 7308, iGE
BhEEE A TERIZTEIT BB, A2 DUE sh S5 2 A1 5 i shah Nt A7 25 e, T I
A5 A TR R TN ST B IR I 28 i — R A AR A iR 2H (Li 1990, 1993; Lin 2004 45) . 4
AW EINE R —A 30 (word),, HIZE A HT ¥ V. R BN HA B ERRAE A P 3l (Gu 19925
REPPIT . XTI 2005 45) o & A 1) B ik /s — BB 3] 4R AE, LA TA) 20 A — B4k, i 45 08) S5 i 43
RRTEMWT . R, B Bh 4 52 AR il Ak SR MR IR 28 S — A Bl TR g8 Ho b O B ) B B

“GA” AT AEAE L B GB RN MP BRI ) XO AR R Ak TR B, B AEAE TR R,
57 B2 B IRNC IR TTEE ) . S R IE SE R B - 1) D-Z5 i Tis 5 . ISR R R,
IR ] 5 10 2 [A] A 43 4k (Chao 1968: 153) o AR MK AN FR o X6 3 3 Hh 18 3 B2k AR rT G, 4 do
you want to %320 d yawanna, 5 X b, —ANIAER—ANE SCHES . SR FRATT AT LUK i A& 45
i B TC 55 BT /N S B, B — N B A AR — S . AT, LB LA sleep W I
T W R FE R — S, TBA L, — AN AF A BAEARC B CanPE BE i) . i I
[aN 7 Oea 2 T TR P 012 0| 2 P w i 2 o N1 I =1 2 ol WO 1 B X B B 3 Y S LU = W s 19 4 90
TRRNEEAEWNFE AL | I8 | B2 AN ] UL (Packard 2000) .

FEDUE T, 595E word X FIAAE SR RAS, Hod R AR LA s i “F7 M E7 . SR
AWEEH AR S ST IR AR 4, DUE IR 2 W, — 05 B — 8. e —ok, B
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BRI BRG] . 2RI, 10 5 iR 2 2 2R A AR IR F R SR A7 AR R o SRTIT, T AR 4R 45 K 2R T TS
—HU T LRI A A

SUA SCHT I B S5 A T 5, e S 00508 — 28 PN TR X RR 5 0F, 2480 SR A 1
PR I AR S0 AR ) 2E A A 0 X B8 DA S A i S, 2 — Ao 5 55 —A
o BEAT AT T, B AS B B AE R DR BT A — B i T Eh A E A TR AT I AR
BIFIS, PN Ff A I A TR AR 2 i R A DL TR JERHIE, ML AT S A G E R R I Ia A4 B A
JOE B TESRAEAE o P B F A TS T A FLAT AR TR AR S — AN 0 T PO e R
XA SR, ORISR — S AR B A B TR JEHFAIE, B SR TCIE B TR AR AL,
W H R H A 0 R I BEAR FIRE T o T 7 2, A0 48 S BROXT T 1A % BR HL5€ 8 i) Ak e
RIS AT UL, o 52 A Tl R AR A9 AR AR AE Bk, O ELYE 4 S B PR i 1 TR BB PR, BELAE TR
SRR ANE T . PRI, AR AS A B RO T RN D DO PR SR ) BT 2SR X G 0 B B RIA TR 2R Y
AR RRAR ShEE S A il P A TR TCTR AR AR, H5 I BV R TOR B~ AL 5 M B [ P S

e 2L R, R AR (2021: 165) N B A AT R A FEAE A TR MR ZH 5 A e B Rk L U 2 17,
MARA b8 B T A TE A IR A0 2, PR B ) DU TR AR B A P B B B ) AR AR IR AR . X —
HIATH F kAR . hE5 25 1R R, ARG 70 5 BA [+Helic] Hl [-telic] FFAE, ELPRHAELE T AR
XIFR G I Ja A LI, ARE R AR AT AT Y, BRI R—E /il R —id—indl—h 1, X — RS EAE
F R — A EEEGE, TE— DA IRER T TN T, BB s, A5 5 AW 5 2 i — . 5 2, 30
L AT N TR O TRIX — AL DL O B R T R BUR B A S B IR, XA ]
T A R ) 14 RELAE S K I AN AT A R A

5. &1E

BT oA 20U S AR AL A, A SCHhe T BARBUE S 45 2 A R i oo PR BT )
D TE IR L, 234575 B ah A5 S G T I A TE SO S RHIE, JAT A DUESh 45 2 510 AT
TERIETE S i, FEN B P AN AR s Y TR HEA T 0 PR 5 0, A A i A vh 3h 25
Ao AR HE B AR AR A A, BRI AN 25 T T AR, RTR] 5 A AN I P AR A 52
FRSFAT LRk T ) — AR UK 2 L AW o o B2 Tl gk oo i R R DR AR A B T AT T
— NS R A T AR IR S 5 PR BAE, (Rl w] 7E A I 5 FE N O IE AR AL FR AV 5 TRl Y
KA PP EH ZMSE
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